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Introduction to Theatre 
PHILOSOPHY 

 

Theatre allows students to express themselves in a vein not available to them in their core 

classes.  The atmosphere of this class is non-threatening and inviting.  It is designed for students 

to be able to open their minds to the world of theatre – allowing their minds to grow and develop 

beyond the core content classes, and reduce their own inhibitions.  Students can often feel 

restricted in expressing themselves and creating new characters for fear of peer ridicule, this 

class environment will provide a safe outlet for students to experiment and “try on” different 

characters. 

 

The variety of opportunities and elements of the theatre provide students with special needs 

equal ground among their peers, it allows for students of all levels to achieve success on a level 

field.  Students learn many different skills in theatre, they learn team work and how their 

individual choices and responsibilities can affect the group as a whole.  Problem solving is a key 

factor in theatre as the students learn about making decisions towards mounting a performance, 

whether it be an individual or group performance. 

 

Theatre skills can prepare students for real life situations – organizing thoughts, public speaking, 

detailed planning, group cooperation and self -assessment.   

 

This class is about fostering an appreciation of theatre and the arts, building self -confidence, and 

opening their minds to thinking outside of their comfort zones.  
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VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 

 

 
 

 
Cumulative Progress Indicators: 

 

By the end of Grade 12, students will: 

 

1.1.12 C.  Theatre 

 

1. Analyze examples of theatre’s influence on history and history’s influence on theatre in 

Western and non-Western theatre traditions. 

2. Formulate a process of script analysis to identify how the physical, emotional, and social 

dimensions of a character are communicated through the application of acting techniques. 

3. Apply the basic physical and chemical properties (e.g., light, electricity, color, paint, 

scenic construction, costumes, makeup, and audio components) inherent in technical 

theatre to safely implement theatre design. 

STANDARD 1.1: The Creative Process 

 

ALL STUDENTS WILL DEMONSTRATE AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE 

ELEMENTS AND PRINCIPLES THAT GOVERN THE CREATION OF WORKS IN 

DANCE, MUSIC, THEATRE AND VISUAL ART. 
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VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 

 

 
 

Cumulative Progress Indicators: 

 

By the end of Grade 12, students will: 

 

1.2.12 A. History of the Arts and Culture 

 

1. Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world cultures 

throughout history. 

2. Justify the impact of innovations in the arts (e.g., the availability of music online) on 

societal norms and habits in various historical eras. 

STANDARD 1.2:  History of the Arts and Culture 

 

ALL STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND THE ROLE, DEVELOPMENT, AND 

INFLUENCE OF THE ARTS THROUGHOUT HISTORY AND ACROSS CULTURES. 
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VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 

 

 
 

Cumulative Progress Indicators: 

 

By the end of Grade 12, students will: 

 

1.3.12 C. Theatre 

 

1. Create plays that include well-structured plots and subplots, clear thematic intent, original 

characters, and technical theatrical elements appropriate to a variety of theatrical genres. 

2. Create and evaluate performances by citing evidence of specific physical choices, 

sustained vocal technique, and clearly motivated actions. 

 

STANDARD 1.3: Performance 

 

ALL STUDENTS WILL SYNTHESZE THOSE SKILLS, MEDIA, METHODS, AND 

TECHNOLOGIES APPROPRIATE TO CREATING, PERFORMING, AND/OR 

PRESENTING WORKS OF ART IN DANCE, MUSIC, THEATRE, AND VISUAL ART. 
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VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 

 

 
 

Cumulative Progress Indicators: 

 

By the end of Grade 12, students will: 

 

1.4.12 A. Aesthetic Responses 

 

1. Use contextual clues to differentiate between unique and common properties and to 

discern the cultural implications of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

2. Speculate on the artist’s intent, using discipline-specific arts terminology and citing 

embedded clues to substantiate the hypothesis. 

3. Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the four arts 

disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using historical significance, 

craftsmanship, cultural context, and originality as criteria for assigning value to the 

works. 

4. Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional, intellectual, 

and kinesthetic responses to artwork. 

 

1.4.12 B. Critique Methodologies 

 

1. Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and 

observation of elements of art and principles of design, and use the criteria to evaluate 

works of dance, music, theatre, visual, and multimedia artwork from diverse cultural 

contexts and historical eras. 

2. Evaluate how an artist’s technical proficiency may affect the creation or presentation of a 

work of art, as well as how the context in which a work is performed or shown may 

impact perceptions of its significance/meaning. 

3. Determine the role or art and art-making in a global society by analyzing the influence of 

technology on the visual, performing, and multimedia arts for consumers, creators, and 

performers around the world. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

STANDARD 1.4: Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies 

 

ALL STUDENTS WILL DEMONSTRATE AND APPLY AN UNDERSTANDING OF 

ARTS PHILOSOPHIES, JUDGEMENT, AND ANALYSIS TO WORKS OF ART IN 

DANCE, MUSIC, THEATRE, AND VISUAL ART. 
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COURSE OUTLINE: 

The following curriculum areas and instructional activities should be utilized during the course 

of study: 
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Standard 1.1 The Creative Process 

C. Theatre 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 

1. Recognize that theatre and arts play a 

significant role in human history and 

culture. 

2. Understand characters have physical, 

emotional, and social dimensions that 

can be communicated through the 

application of acting techniques. 

3. Analyze examples of theatre’s 

influence on history and history’s 

influence on theatre in Western and 

non-Western theatre traditions. 

4. Formulate a process of script analysis 

to identify how the physical, emotional, 

and social dimensions of a character are 

communicated through the application 

of acting techniques. 

5. Apply the basic physical and chemical 

properties (e.g., light, electricity, color, 

paint, scenic construction, costumes, 

makeup, and audio components) 

inherent in technical theatre to safely 

implement theatre design. 

 

 

 

 

►Map out set designs 

►Character creation 

►View/read plays taking place across history 

►Model parts of a play 

- Script - playwright 

- Actor/director 

►Scene analysis 

►Costume design/plotting 

►Character mapping 

►View plays/musicals covering a wide 

breadth of topics 
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Standard 1.2 History of the Arts & Culture 

A.  History of the Arts & Culture 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 

1. Recognize that works of art are 

influenced by cultural and historical 

events, as is audience responses to 

those works of art. 

2. Understand that access to the arts has a 

positive influence on the quality of a 

person’s lifelong learning, personal 

expression and contributions to 

community and global citizenship. 

3. Determine how dance, music, theatre, 

and visual art have influenced world 

cultures throughout history. 

4. Justify the impact of innovations in the 

arts (e.g., the availability of music 

online) on societal norms and habits in 

various historical eras. 

 

 

►Compare themes of plays and musicals to 

key cultural and historical events  

►Write audience responses to historically 

significant plays. 

►Teacher led discussion 

►Graphic organizers 

►Read theatre critiques and reviews 
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Standard 1.3 Performance 

C. Theatre 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 

1. Understand that theatre genres are 

created by combining complex 

narrative structures, technical theatrical 

elements, and thematic intent into one 

cohesive product. 

2. Recognize that effective performances 

(both scripted and improvisational) 

require informed, supported, and 

sustained choices by actors, directors, 

and designers. 

3. Present believable, multidimensional 

characters in scripted and improvised 

performances. 

4. Create plays that include well-

structured plots and subplots, clear 

thematic intent, original characters, and 

technical theatrical elements 

appropriate to a variety of theatrical 

genres. 

3. Create and evaluate performances by 

citing evidence of specific physical 

choices, sustained vocal technique, and 

clearly motivated actions. 

 

 

►Script writing 

►Monologue performances 

►Dramatic play 

►Scene work 

►Improvised theatre games/performances 

►Theatre games 

►Movement exercises 

►Vocal exercises 

►Directing activities 

►Execute a total theatre performance (put on a 

show) 

►Peer critiquing 

►Character execution 
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Standard 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies 

A.  Aesthetic Responses 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 

1. Use contextual clues to differentiate 

between unique and common properties 

and to discern the cultural implications 

of works of dance, music, theatre, and 

visual art. 

2. Speculate on the artist’s intent, using 

discipline-specific arts terminology and 

citing embedded clues to substantiate 

the hypothesis. 

3. Develop informed personal responses 

to an assortment of artworks across the 

four arts disciplines (dance, music, 

theatre, and visual art), using historical 

significance, craftsmanship, cultural 

context, and originality as criteria for 

assigning value to the works. 

4. Evaluate how exposure to various 

cultures influences individual, 

emotional, intellectual, and kinesthetic 

responses to artwork. 

 

 

►Journal writing  - personal responses to 

works both seen and read 

►Group discussion 

►Peer interviews  

 

Standard 1.4 

B.  Critique Methodologies 

Students Will: Suggested Activities 

 

1. Formulate criteria for arts evaluation 

using the principles of positive critique 

and observation of elements of art and 

principles of design, and use the criteria 

to evaluate works of dance, music, 

theatre, visual, and multimedia artwork 

from diverse cultural contexts and 

historical eras. 

2. Evaluate how an artist’s technical 

proficiency may affect the creation or 

presentation of a work of art, as well as 

how the context in which a work is 

performed or shown may impact 

perceptions of its significance/meaning. 

3. Determine the role of art and art-

making in a global society by analyzing 

 

►Group discussion 

►Critique writing 

►Theatre reviews  

 

 



 

Adopted September 21, 2010 Page 12 
 

the influence of technology on the 

visual, performing, and multimedia arts 

for consumers, creators, and performers 

around the world. 
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INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
 

 

Strategies to Accommodate Gifted and Talented Students 
 

 Pair Gifted & Talented students with other students to spark dialogue and diverse viewpoints. 

 Request Gifted & Talented students to model and verbalize processes used to perform 

creative problem-solving. 

 Invoke multiple intelligences and Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy in higher-ordered thinking 

skills in all areas of curriculum. 

 Vary instructional groupings. 

 Invoke real life problems that students can identify with. 

 Explore curriculum objectives in greater depth. 

 Provide ample examples. 

 Invoke technological resources. 

 Invoke multi-media resources. 

 

Strategies to Accommodate BSIP 
 

 Small group instruction 

 Increased time on task 

 Use of manipulative 

 Use of intervention materials to review and re-teach concepts (foundations). 

 Individual support 

 Shorter assignments 

 Read and re-word directions 

 Underline, block and use other appropriate methods to identify key words. 

 

Strategies to Accommodate English Language Learners 
 

 Provide additional instructions. 

 Extend time for assignment completion. 

 Shorten assignments 

 Provide repeated reviews and drills using varied teaching strategies. 

 Read directions, text to students as needed. 

 Note taking assistance 

 Reading strategies (peer, guided, small group) 

 Provide outlines 

 Increase verbal response time/opportunity to respond orally. 

 Encourage student to verbalize steps needed to complete task to check understanding. 

 Have the students do hands-on activities. 

 Vary instructional grouping (individual, pair and small groups) 

 Pair ELL students with bilingual speakers. 

 Model and verbalize processes used to solve problems. 
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 Use visual diagrams such as pictures, guess and check and/or tables. 

 Role play and act out. 

 Be aware of differences in algorithms (Mathematics). 

 

 

MATERIALS/ENVIRONMENT 
 

 Use assignments, notebooks and prompts. 

 Help student build a file of vocabulary words or visual glossary. 

 Underline key words/phrases in directions, charts, etc. 

 Use hands-on materials such as manipulatives for concrete development. 
 

 

ASSESSMENTS 

 
 Modified tests 

 Modified test/alternative assessments Ex. True/False, fill in the blanks, matching, short essay. 

 Allow modifications of time, scheduling or administration of testing. 

 Read directions, test to students as needed. 

 Grade on effort, participation and improvement. 
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Strategies to Accommodate Special Education Students 
 

PROGRAM MODIFICATIONS & ADAPATIONS 

 

Modifications/Adaptations for General Education & Special Education Classes 

 

This list represents possible accommodation and modifications for students with special needs.  Please refer to 

individual IEPs for student specific accommodations and modifications. 
Environment: 

□ Preferential Seating                    □ Clear Work Area                    □ Study Carrel 

□ Other (specify) 

Material/Books/Equipment: 
□ Alternate Text                           □ Consumable Workbooks        □ Modified Worksheets         □ Calculator 

□ Tape Recorder                           □ Supplementary Visuals          □ Large Print Text                 □ Manipulatives 

□ Spell Check                               □ Access to computer                □ Assistive Device: (specify) _________________ 

□ Other: (specify) ________________________________ 

 

Instructional Strategies: 

□ Check Work in Progress     □ Immediate Feedback                 □ Pre-teach Content               □ Extra Drill/Practice 

□ Review Sessions                 □ Have Student Restate Info         □ Review Directions             □ Use Manipulatives 

□ Modified Content               □ Provide Lecture Notes/Outline   □ Assign Study Partner         □ Monitor Assignments 

□ Provide Models                  □ Computer Assisted Instruction   □ Repeat Instructions       □ Multi-Sensory Approach 

□Highlight Key Words          □ Oral Reminders                          □ Display Key Vocab       □ Visual Reinforcement 

□ Pictures/Charts                   □ Visual Reminders                       □ Mimed Clues/Gestures  □ Concrete Examples 

□ Use Mnemonics                 □ Personalized Examples               □ Number Line            □ Use Vocab Word Bank 

□ Support Auditory Presentations with Visuals                           □ Other: (specify) ______________________ 

 

Organization: 

□ Provide Study Outlines        □ Desktop List of Tasks               □ List Sequential Steps          □ Post Routines 

□ Post Assignments                 □ Give One Paper at a Time        □ Folders to Hold Work         □ Pencil Box for Tools 

□ Pocket Folder for Work       □ Assignment Pad                        □ Daily Assignment List        □ Daily Homework List 

□ Worksheet Format               □ Extra Space for Work               □ Assign Partner 

□ Assistive Device:_______________________________        □ Other: (specify) __________________________ 

Tests/Quizzes/Time: 

□ Prior Notice of Test            □ Preview Test Procedures         □ Test Study Guides               □ Simplify Test Wording 

□ Oral Testing                        □ Shortened Tasks                      □ Limited Multiple Choice     □ Hands-on Projects 

□ Reduced Reading                □ Alternative Tests                     □ Objective Tests                   □ Extra Credit Options 

□ Extra Time-Written Work   □ Extra Time-Tests                    □ Extra Time-Projects            □ Extra Response Time 

□ Modified Tests                    □ Test Read                                □ Pace Long Term Projects    □ On Computer 

□ Rephrase Test Questions/Directions                                      □ Other:__________________________________ 

 

Grading: 

□ No Spelling Penalty               □ No Handwriting Penalty       □ Grade Effort + Work           □ Grade Improvement 

□ Course Credit                         □ Base Grade on IEP               □ Base Grade on Ability         □ Modify Grades 

□Pass/Fail                                  □ Audit Course                        □ Other: (specify)___________________________ 

 

Behavior Management/Support: 

□ Daily Feedback to Student     □ Chart Progress                          □ Behavior Contract           □ Positive Reinforcement 

□ Collect Baseline Data     □  Parent/Guardian Sign Homework   □ Set/Post Class Rules   □ Parent sign Behavior Chart 

□ Cue Expected Behavior      □ Structure Transitions                   □ Break Between Tasks    □ Proximity/Touch Control 
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□ Contingency Plan               □ Time Out from Positive Reinforcement 

□ Other: (specify) ___________________________________ 

Suggested activities to differentiate instruction: 
 

 Include pictures 

 Include different levels of books 

 Circle sight words 

 Use different tactile materials for activities 

 Teach native language songs and rhymes 

 Listen to stories in native language 

 Give words or dictate words 

 Use picture/power point presentations to explore background information 

 Have the students draw pictures 

 Response in native language 

 Use picture, power point presentations or posters that the teacher and/or students have 

drawn 

 Draw pictures to correlate with the story 

 Use books in their native language 

 Provide picture prompts 

 Model appropriate behavior 

 Demonstrate what is expected 

 Break problems into smaller parts and outline possible solutions 

 Give the students a topic 

 Use picture books 

 Tell the students what is expected before the task is given 

 Make sure the student is focused on the task at hand 
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V&PA – INTRODUCTION TO THEATRE 

 

 

PROFICIENCY LEVELS 

 

This curriculum is appropriate for all students in grades 10-12. 

 

METHODS OF ASSESSMENT 

 

Student progress and achievements are assessed through a variety of formal methods of 

assessment that include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

A. Formal 

 

1. Teacher-created worksheets/tests/quizzes 

2. Worksheets from publishers 

3. Assessment checklists 

4. Work samples 

5. Performances 

6. District Created Assessment 

 

B. Informal 
 

1. Small group and class discussions 

2. Class participation 

3. Cooperative group work 

4. Projects 

5. Teacher observation 

6. Reading, writing, listening and speaking activities/tasks 

 

C. Teacher/Curriculum Assessment 
 

The teachers will assess the curriculum throughout the year.  Teachers and the Visual 

and Performing Arts supervisor will be in contact throughout the academic year 

concerning curriculum assessment.  Teachers are encouraged to make suggestions for 

improving and changing the curriculum. 

 

GROUPING 
 

Introduction to Theatre classes are heterogeneously grouped classes; therefore, no level 

placement criteria apply to this course of study. 

 

ARTICULATION/SCOPE/SEQUENCE/TIME FRAME 
 

Introduction to Theatre is a full-year course. 
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RESOURCES 

 

A. Speakers 

 

Teachers are encouraged to contact community groups, parents and organizations to 

obtain speakers to enhance the curriculum with the approval of the administration. 

 

B. Technology 

 

Students shall use computers for independent study and research of playwrights, 

directors, theatre critiques and analysis. Webquests and other guided group projects 

on the computer will also be utilized to support the themes taught in the classroom.  

Teachers shall also use appropriate technology to enhance their lessons.  The 

following are some suggested websites. 

 

http://upstagereview.org/ 

http://www.dmoz.org/Arts/Performing_Arts/Theatre/History/ 

www.playbill.com 

www.theatrehistory.com 

www.curtainup.com 

www.nytimes.com/pages/reviews/theatre 

 

 

C. Supplies and Materials 

 

 Video equipment 

 Notebooks 

 Dry Erase Markers/White board 

 Art Supplies for projects, plays, etc. 

 Markers, pencils, crayons, journals and a variety of paper 

 Props for improv work 

 DVD/VHS 

 Audio CDs 

 Sample Playbills 

 

 

D. Textbooks – to be determined 

 

 

 

 

E. Supplemental Reading 

http://upstagereview.org/
http://www.dmoz.org/Arts/Performing_Arts/Theatre/History/
http://www.playbill.com/
http://www.theatrehistory.com/
http://www.curtainup.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/reviews/theatre
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 Selected scenes 

 Monologue books 

 Selected scripts 

 

METHODOLOGIES 
 

A wide variety of methodologies will be used.  The following are suggestions, not limitations, as 

to how the curriculum may be implemented and facilitated: 

 

 Performance 

 Hands-on experience 

 Whole class instruction 

 Shared reading 

 Small group instruction 

 Cooperative learning groups 

 Individual assignments 

 Technology-aided instruction 

 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES 
 

Students will be provided with many enrichment learning activities through the year.  The 

following are suggestions, not limitations: 

 

 Projects 

 Guest speakers/performers 

 Week of the Arts 

 BHS Theatre 2010-2011 back stage support 

 Live performances 

 Library/computer lab visitations 

 Theatre games 

 Creating promotional materials activities 

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

Teachers shall continue to improve their expertise by participating in a variety of professional 

development opportunities made available by the Board of Education and other organizations. 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY INSTRUCTION 
 

The above curriculum has numerous possibilities for interdisciplinary connections.  These 

content areas can be connected with English Language Arts, Health and Physical Education, 

Social Studies, World Languages, Technology and Career Education and Consumer, Family Life 

Skills and will be references by the NJCCCS. 


